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ADVANCE \y 122  August 31, 2011
John Morales, Water Resources Control Engineer

California Regional Water Control Board, Lahonton Region

14440 Civic Drive, Suite 200

Victorville, CA. 92392

WDID: 6B361105001

Re:
Report to Fulfill Requirements of the Notice of Violation of Cleanup and Abatement Order (CAO) No. R6V-2009-0050 Issued August 9, 2011 for the Los Ranchos Mobile Home Park’s Wastewater Treatment Plant 

Introduction
This report is submitted to fulfill the requirements by the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Lahonton Region (Water Board) established in the Notice of Violation (NOV)  issued August 9, 2011.  All requirements established in the NOV are addressed in this report, which was required to be submitted by September 5, 2011.

Background
Hometown America (HA) owns and manages a mobile home community, Los Ranchos Mobile Home Park, located in Apple Valley, California. This complex includes a small wastewater treatment plant, regulated under Waste Discharge Requirements (WDR), Board Order No. 6-85-38.  Among several requirements, the WDR includes limits and requirements for effluent BOD, percolation pond freeboard, and nuisance conditions.
The Water Board issued CAO No. R6V-2009-0050 on September 28, 2009, which focused in part on persistent odors from the treatment plant.  Hometown America submitted a report, dated January 28, 2010, that addressed all requirements in the CAO.

Notice of Violation – Odor Emission 

On August 9, 2011 the RWQCB issued a NOV following the receipt of a notification of an alleged nuisance odor emanating from the wastewater plant presumably following a major, prolonged area power outage on July 31, 2011.  The power outage was due to a turbulent storm affecting the entire surrounding areas of Victorville/Apple Valley.  This type and duration of power outage is infrequent.  The Water Board subsequently performed a plant inspection on August 1, 2011.  Although there was no odor violation noted during the inspection, a NOV was issued, which requires HA to prepare and submit a work plan and schedule describing future actions that will be taken for similar situations in the future.  Further requirements include that the work plan will include source control and maintenance options to prevent future nuisance odor emissions.  The work plan is to be a separate and distinct document from the CAO.
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As part of the original January 28, 2010 report prepared by HA and submitted to the Water Board to fulfill the requirements of the CAO,  an Odor Abatement Plan was developed, submitted and subsequently implemented (without comment from the Water Board). Specific sections of the CAO relating to this NOV include:

Item No. 1 of the CAO requires HA to take immediate steps to abate the violation or threatened violation of the WDRs due to odors from the WWTP that have or are threatening to create nuisance odors. Relating to the NOV is the potential for foul odors to be released after an interruption of the aeration blowers due to external issues. Implementation of procedural changes for the re-starting of the aeration blowers reduce the foul air emissions and eliminate nuisance odors from the plant site.

Item 2.b.1 requires that the daily monitoring for odors adjacent to each process unit at a distance from the treatment plant in a north, south, east and west direction until odors are no longer detected. The distance from the treatment plant when odors are no longer detected must be recorded along with the wind direction. The monitoring is required between certain hours of the morning and afternoon , alternating on even and odd numbered days. The past monitoring has not recorded these specifics, rather an overall statement that "no odors detected" based on daily monitoring at the surrounding property line fences without noting wind direction.  In the weekly monitoring reports submitted to the Water Board, there have been no odors detected.

Over the past months a number of  physical and mechanical improvements for elimination of nuisance odors have been made and are in place. These include:

 (1) increased monitoring and maintenance to the dosage of BioMagic in the headworks wet wells, (2) additional grinder pumps and monitoring of the controls for assuring minimal storage of raw wastewater, (3) an additional large blower to increase oxygen to the process as required, (4) additional aeration piping and isolation/control valves,

 (5) new surface skimmers installed in the clarifiers, (6) the RAS and WAS systems have been improved, and(7) the aeration pond has been cleaned. An automated alarm system with 24-hour monitoring of tank levels to avoid any spillage is in place. As a result of the NOV a dial out alarm for any power outage will be added. 

NOV WORK PLAN AND SCHEDULE FOR FUTURE ACTIONS

While many physical and mechanical improvements have occurred and are in place, certain corrective actions remain that require attention for full compliance with the NOV that will prevent similar situations in the future. These are discussed in the following items specific to Items No. 1 and 2.b.1 of the CAO referenced in the NOV. A completion time schedule in calendar days for each item is included.  
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Procedure for Restoring Aeration after Power Outage.  

      HA will revise the  procedure for restarting the aeration blowers following a power outage. To minimize the air turbulence in the aeration system, personnel will be required to manage the air supply to the processes for a gradual air supply increase. This will require using the  7 1/2 HP blowers (not the larger 10 HP blowers) and gradually opening the isolation  valve for each tank sequentially. This has been tested and results in significantly less  turbulence and potential release of localized odors. HA personnel will be trained in these procedures. Training will include continuous odor monitoring, reporting and adjustments during the start up period. A procedural operating section will be prepared and added to the existing plant O&M Manual. 

      Schedule: This will be completed by September 23, 2011.

Power Failure Alarm. A power failure alarm for the SCE service will be connected to the existing 24 hour monitoring/alarm system with a telephone dialer. It will be tested initially and at least monthly thereafter.                                                            Schedule: This connection will be completed by September 23, 2011.

 Daily Odor Monitoring.  The daily odor monitoring for odors will include a table for entering data indicating the day, date, time of  day, monitoring location, wind direction, and general type of odor detected. Odor monitoring will be established adjacent to each treatment unit at a distance from the treatment plant in a north, south, east and west direction until odors are no longer detected. If an odor is detected, the distance from the treatment plant process until odors are no longer detected will be recorded.  Daily monitoring will be completed between 8AM and 10AM on odd numbered days and between 2PM and 4PM on even numbered days. HA personnel will be trained in the odor monitoring and daily recording procedures and a wind direction device installed.                                                                                                                         Schedule: This will be completed by September 16, 2011.

On behalf of HA, we are available to meet with you and your staff at your earliest convenience to discuss any concerns and our plans in detail.Please contact me at Dudek if you have any questions and to schedule a meeting.

.

Sincerely,

_________________________

John Pastore, P.E.

Principal, Dudek

cc. Tim Strack,  Robert Monroe, Wyatt Troxel



